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Where have we been? 
Where are we going next? 


EDITORIAL | 

aX North Pacific Yearly Meeting (NPYM) Friends reflected on their history 

as a yearly meeting, I couldn't help thinking about the history of Friends 
Bulletin (and our future). 

Back in 1973, when NPYM held its first annual session in Olympia, WA, 
Friends Bulletin was a tiny 8-page newsletter 6 %4 x 9 ¥% inches in size, with no 
pictures (see cover). Subscriptions cost $3.50 (not as cheap as you might think: 
that’s the equivalent of $15.45 in today’s dollars!). At that time, NPYM consisted 
of 350 members in six monthly meetings. 

Twenty years later, thanks to then editor Nancy Yarnall, the magazine had 
grown to its full size (8 % x 11 inches) and comprised 16 pages, with pictures but 
still no color. Subscriptions cost $16 ($21.67 in today’s dollars). NPYM consisted 
of 17 meetings and worship groups, and over 800 members. 

Since then, Friends Bulletin has grown to 24 pages with numerous pictures 
and spot color on the cover. We also have a website (westernquaker.net) that makes 
it possible for Friends around the world to access our books, magazines, and pam- 
phlets. NPYM now has between 850 and 900 members, 20 monthly meetings, 
two preparative meetings and 33 worship groups 

What will North Pacific and other western Yearly Meetings be like in the next 
twenty or thirty years? It is impossible to predict, of course. NPYM has a “Vision 
and Structure Committee” charged with discerning the future direction of the 
Yearly Meeting. If you have ideas about the future of your Yearly Meeting or of 
Quakerism that you'd like to share with our readers, please contact the editor. 

One prospect for the future of western Quakers is affiliation with Friends 
General Conference (FGC). As most of you know, the western gathering of FGC 
took place at Tacoma, WA, this summer and was a huge success. Around 1,600 
Friends attended, far more than originally expected. Many attendees came back 
full of enthusiasm about FGC. If you attended, please consider writing an article 
about your experiences or sharing your thoughts about affiliation. There will be a 
full report about this historic gathering in a future issue of Friends Bulletin (dead- 
line for submission: Dec. 1). 

The board of Friends Bulletin met in September and considered changes that 
could have a significant impact on the future of our magazine. For the last five or 
more years, the magazine has been running a deficit that has been supplemented 
by income from various sources, including our special publications. If we didn’t 
publish books and pamphlets, our magazine’s budget would be in the red today. 
Using our book projects to subsidize the magazine has made some board members 
uncomfortable. We therefore decided to experiment with a different printing 
method that will save money and enable us to use full color in some of our issues. 
We hope that this format change (beginning in the December issue) will meet 
with your approval. 

We are also very excited that our book on spiritual ecology is nearing comple- 
tion and is due to be published on December 1 of this year. Please consider sub- 
mitting articles for the December issue, which will feature articles on environ- 
mental concerns (deadline: Oct. 18). Preserving and celebrating life is what our 
latest book project is all about. I hope you will unite with us in this concern about 
our planet’s future. 
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North Pacific Yearly 
Meeting Friends 
Reflect on Their History 


[North Pacific Yearly Meeting decided to 
hold an abbreviated session this year and 
focus on its history and development as a 
Yearly Meeting. Alice Miles (pictured 
above) was one of the presenters. Her 
husband's family dates back to the Coxes 
and Beans, founders of Western unpro- 
grammed Quakerism. She shared some of 
the memories of Harold Carson, one of the 
founders of North Pacific Yearly Meeting. 
The following article, circulated among 
attendees, summarizes a history panel pre- 
sentation that appeared in Friends Bul- 
letin, September 1983. Panelists Harold 
Carson, Molly Barnett, Monette Thatcher, 
and Margaret Jump were asked to address 
questions relating to the formation and fu- 


ture of North Pacific YM after its first de- 
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“Friends are just like 
the amoeba: we multiply 
by dividing... i 
—Ed Morgenroth 


cade. The latter part of this history is drawn 

from North Pacific YM minutes. Ann 
Stever provided valuable editorial assis- 
tance. ] 


Ed Morgenroth’s oft-quoted com- 
ment—— Priendsearesjusts like the 
amoeba: we multiply by dividing’— 
underscores the fact that the formation 
of Intermountain and Pacific YM was 
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by Ann Stever 
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by Judith Favor 
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and Ruth Yarrow 


Friends and the Middle East: 


felt by many to be a natural process, 
although not without some pain. 

The growth of Pacific YM prior to 
the formation of North Pacific YM 
caused what Harold Carson called the 
“problem of numbers”: 

In 1960, 367 attended the annual 
sessions in Salem, Oregon, and by 1968 
over a thousand met at St. Mary’s 
College in Moraga. That had an 
influence on Friends, a great influence, 
and necessitated the formation of a Site 
Committee in 1966 charged with 
finding a permanent site in Northern 
California near the border of Oregon 


“Olympia Meeting Minute : 
on Illegal Use of US 
Weapons by Israel” 


“Peace Work Conference 
Report” 
by Meera Shanti 


Minute on Conflict and 
Abuse Adopted by MGOF © 


Memorial Minutes 


Calendar Items and 
Classifieds 


with facilities to accommodate 1,500 
which might be used year-round. Pacific 
YM encompassed Southern California 
with 502 members, the Bay Area with 
582 members, Arizona and New 
Mexico with 150, Mexico City with 29, 
Hawaii with 69, Canada with 120, and 
Washington, 192 and Oregon, 97. How 
were Friends going to solve this problem 
of numbers? 

Some Friends felt that the problem 
of numbers could be solved by re- 
structuring; others were convinced that 
a new yearly meeting was inevitable. 
Carson recalls, “People had mixed 
feelings about dividing the Yearly 
Meeting and that’s stating it very 
politely!” 

In 1968 Mildred Burck read this 
report to Pacific YM: “...At this time 
more and more Friends are willing to 
give consideration to the possibilities of 
multiple Yearly Meetings.” Jane 
Webster, Gretchen Tuthill, Madge 
Seaver, John Etter, and Harold Carson 
returned to the Yearly Meeting in 1969 
with this recommendation: “Pacific 
Northwest Friends will establish their 
own Yearly Meeting by 1971, 1973 or 
1075 

In March 1970, Pacific Northwest 
Quarterly Meeting and Willamette 
QM set up a Joint Revision Committee 
“to explore an annual meeting of Friends 
in the Northwest.” They consulted the 
monthly meetings in the area: Corvallis, 
Eastside, Eugene, Multnomah, Salem, 
Tacoma, University, Vancouver and 
Victoria. All favored forming North 
Pacific YM except Victoria, which 
decided its major commitment lay with 
Canadian YM. Gretchen Tuthill of 
Pacific YM’s Consultative Committee 
wrote that the efforts to go ahead and 
separate and become a new yearly 
meeting were blessed. Thus, a North 
Pacific Gathering of Friends met at St. 
Martin’s College near Olympia, WA, 
with Lee Bennett as clerk in July 1972. 
There were 158 Friends present—115 
adults, 45 children—70 from Wash- 
ington, 71 from Oregon, 8 from Canada 
and 10 visitors, including Ed Morgen- 
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roth representing Pacific YM. 

The Gathering minuted the follow- 
ing: “This North Pacific Gathering of 
Friends forms the North Pacific YM as 
Olsthismaate, duly 1/1972. suanie 
individual monthly meetings are to 
establish their relationship with North 
Pacific YM and with Pacific YM as they 
feel moved.” The purpose of the North 
Pacific YM “is to hold an annual 
gathering, a time of fellowship and 
spiritual enrichment for Friends in the 
region of the north Pacific.” At the same 
time, the Gathering minuted the laying 
down of the Joint Revision Committee 


Friends Bulletin 
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and formed a Steering Committee with 
one or two representatives from each 
participating monthly meeting, con- 
vened by Alice Dart. It was this group 
which was to do the main business of 
the YM. 

Reflecting on this gathering at St. 
Martin's College, Rose Lewis noted, “I 
think we have made a good beginning 
and with careful nurturing we can grow 
to fulfill this kind of ideal.” The first 
North Pacific YM Epistle stated that 
Friends felt “...the beginnings of a 
deep-down strengthening sense that we 
are a Yearly Meeting.” 

On the other hand, there was also a 


sense of loss among some Friends. 
Monette Thatcher observed, “There 
were strong feelings about our ties with 
Pacific YM. We hated to give each other 
up.” Despite many strong disagree- 
ments, Thatcher recalls that “we did 
listen to each other, and we did listen 
for Divine Guidance, and we came out 
with solutions to those conflicts which 
were better than either thing we'd 
imagined.” 

Over the past twenty-six years the 
membership of North Pacific YM has 
grown from 350 to approximately 800 
members, while the number of meetings 
has expanded from seven to seventeen. 

From the beginning, North Pacific 
YM was determined to keep its annual 
gatherings as simple as possible. At first, 
there were no standing committees and 
most business was transacted by a 
steering committee (the latter practice 
has continued). In 1994 North Pacific 
YM approved an amended statement of 
purpose as follows: “The purpose of the 
Yearly Meeting is to provide a means 
for Friends to strengthen and support 
one another in a common search for 
Truth and Light. North Pacific YM, 
both as an organization and as an annual 
session, supports and encourages 
monthly meetings, worship groups and 
individual Friends in deepening their 
spiritual center and moving into Spirit- 
led action.” At the same time, North 
Pacific YM approved a part-time paid 
position to provide support to the 
Steering Committee clerk. 

North Pacific YM Friends have 
expressed their concerns through 
minutes and actions. In 1974, North 
Pacific YM approved a minute calling 
for amnesty for those who avoided 
military service during the Vietnam 
War. The following year, it approved a 
minute in opposition to the Trident 
missile. 

In 1976, North Pacific YM’s annual 
session was held at the Colegio Cesar 
Chavez in Mt. Angel, Oregon, partly 
in order to express solidarity with the 
Chicano movement. Six South African 
Friends attended the 1980 session. 
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Opposition to apartheid became a 
special concern of the AFSC and of 
some North Pacific YM Friends during 
this period. 

In the 1980s, North Pacific YM 
approved a minute on war tax resistance 
and urged Meetings to consider 
sanctuary for and aid to Central 
American refugees, as well as other 
Central American concerns (e.g. 
Nicaragua). North Pacific YM struggled 
over the issue of same-sex marriage 
throughout the 80s despite clarity about 
supporting civil rights for gays and 
lesbians (1981) and a decision the Yearly 
Meeting could not return to Judson 


Baptist College for the 1983 annual 


session because of restrictions on gays 
and lesbians. In 1986, the Meeting 
approved the following minute: “out of 
expressions of pain and searching, North 
Pacific YM accepts its newly-published 
Faith & Practice as a gift and as a living, 
evolving document. We are unable to 
reach unity on whether marriage is a 
covenant between two persons and God 
or a covenant between a man and a 
woman and God.” In 1992, North 
Pacific YM minuted its support for 
Meetings taking under their care same- 
sex relationships, using the same 
language (marriage) and process used 
for heterosexual relationships. In 1997, 
North Pacific YM minuted its support 


for the legalization of same-sex mar- 
riages. 

Throughout its first quarter century, 
North Pacific YM annual sessions were 
enriched by a variety of “Friends-in- 
Residence” from around the country 
and the world, including Elizabeth 
Watson (East Coast and Midwest), 
Margaret Bacon (Pennsylvania), John 
Punshon (Great Britain), and 
Duduzile Mtshazo (South Africa). 
North Pacific YM played a vital role 
in the Western Gathering of Friends 
and the Women’s Theological 
Conferences, pioneering efforts to 
build bridges between different 
branches of Quakerism. O 


Highlights of North Pacific Yearly Meeting 


During the Past Three Decades 


have been involved in NPYM since 

its beginning in 1972, but throughout 
the 1970s my major involvement was 
with AFSC. I did not realize the 
Nominating Committee was biding its 
time! No sooner did I finish being clerk 
of the Pacific NW Region of AFSC in 
1979 than I was asked to clerk Steering 
Committee, which I did in 1980 and 
1981! In those days we did not have a 
secretary, and I got out Steering 
Committee mailings by having my three 
teenage children race each other around 
the dining room table, collating the 
packets! Of course, there were only 
eight monthly meetings at the time. We 
have come a long way since then. 

What I love most about Friends is 
the discernment process. Therefore, I 
decided I would talk about a couple of 
processes in NPYM which have been 
important to me and will give you some 
sense of history. 

The first discernment process is our 
evolving understanding of gay and 
lesbian issues. While I was clerk of 
Steering Committee, I received tons of 
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by Ann Stever 


University Meeting, Seattle, WA 


Ann Stever shares her 


observations during a panel 
discussion at NPYM 


mail. I glanced at all of it, but quickly 
filed a fair amount into the wastepaper 
basket. In 1980, Friends for Lesbian 
and Gay Concerns (the name for the 
national Friends group at that time) sent 
a letter to all Yearly Meetings, asking 
them to name a representative or 
correspondent to FLGC. Central Yearly 
Meeting sent a copy of its response to 
FLGC to all the other YMs. Their 


letter condemned the sin of homo- 


sexuality, etc. I kept trying to throw it 
away, and could not do so. I finally 
realized I was supposed to take it to 
Steering Committee. We ended up can- 
vassing monthly meetings to see what 
we could say in response. As a result, 
we wrote Central YM a letter affirming 
our love and care for all people, gay and 
lesbians included and those who 
opposed the rights of gays and lesbians. 
We supported civil rights for gays and 
lesbians and challenged their Yearly 
Meeting to do the same. This may seem 
like a very minimal step from our 
current perspective, but it was an 
important beginning. And I am con- 
vinced it was Divine intervention that 
would not allow me to throw that first 
letter away. 

In 1982, we met in annual session 
at Judson Baptist College. The college 
was very upset about our signs announc- 
ing meeting locations and times for 
“Friends for Gay and Lesbian 
Concerns.” In fact, they took them 
down. We met with the college 
administration and could not reach 
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common ground. This resulted in a 
powerful plenary session in which the 
Yearly Meeting decided it could not 
meet there again, as planned, because 
part of our community was not 
welcome. We recognized we might not 
be able to find an appropriate site in 
time for our next annual session and we 
agreed we had to risk canceling it. We 
did succeed in finding a site, but it was 
a powerful statement that we were 
willing to take that risk. 

In 1986, we received our own 
newly completed Faith & Practice. 
The committee had worked hard 
for many years—sharing drafts, 
holding interest groups at each 
annual session, receiving feedback 
and making revisions. All the 
drafts defined marriage as “a 
covenant between two people and 
God.” The book we received de- 
fined it as “a covenant between a 
man and a woman and God.” This 
caused considerable consternation, 
to put it mildly. In the end, we 
accepted the newly published F&#P 
as a gift and as a living and evolving 
document. We minuted that we 
were not in unity on either 
definition of marriage, and that 
minute would be inserted in each 
copy of F&P. Steering Committee 
asked meetings to start a process 
“whereby we can, with a Spirit of 
expectant curiosity, seek to increase 
our understanding of all our committed 
relationships.” 

We struggled for a number of years. 
It was a painful time. But we kept work- 
ing with reports and deep sharing at 
annual sessions and in local Meetings. 
In 1990 there was a report on work with 
the query: “In the last three years, how 
have I grown in my understanding of 
loving relationships?” And we came to 
unity that the definition of marriage in 
Faith €& Practice did not reflect the state 
of the YM and directed the Discipline 
Committee to begin a revision process 
of that sentence at least. 

In 1991, Junior Friends expressed 
their support to the Gay & Lesbian 
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community of NPYM, an action that 
was deeply moving. 

In 1992, in a powerful series of 
plenary sessions at the annual meeting 
held in Dillon, Montana, NPYM found 
unity that taking same-sex relationships 
under the care of a Meeting, using the 
same language and process used for 
heterosexual relationships—reflected 
our understanding of equality and God’s 


will for our community. I was recording 


the 
clam, Derr Oak, 
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Ann Stever and Duduzile Mtshazo 
NPYM march against neo-Nazts in Coeur 
d’Alene, 1998 


clerk at that meeting, and can still feel 
the awe when I realized what had 
happened. It is an extraordinary privil- 
ege to sit up in front of you as clerk or 
recording clerk, and to feel the love and 
the depth of the commitment to search 
together for God’s truth, and to know 
in our bones that we have been led by 
the Spirit. At the same time, I think it 
is important to say that such miracles 
do not come without the hard 
intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
work of preparation. 

Over the next five years we 
approved minutes opposing the 
increasing incidence of hostility and 
violence towards sexual minorities, used 


queries and asked Meetings to report 
actions back to annual session. In 1997, 
we approved a minute urging legal 
recognition of same sex marriages, as a 
matter of civil rights, and set up an ad 
hoc committee to track the work in our 
four states. 

I have a sense that we now take 
these positions for granted. But I think 
it is good to remember that a lot of work 
and a lot of love went into these searches 

for unity. While there was pain, 
impatience, and anger, we worked 
really hard to listen to one another 
and to the Spirit. There were 
some pretty un-Quakerly sessions 
along the way. But, we learned a 
lot about dealing with deep, 
strong disagreements and of 
staying engaged with those with 
whom we disagreed. We learned, ° 
forgot and relearned the disc- 
iplines for corporate discernment. 
I think we are a bet-ter Friends 
community for the experience. 
And, I would be dis-honest if I 
did not also say [am very glad we 
came out where we did! 

The other major process I 
want to speak about was our 
response to an Aryan Nation 
march. I was clerk of NPYM in 
1998 when we met at Gonzaga 
University in Spokane. Nancy 
Renk, a member of Sandpoint 
(ID) Meeting, wrote me in April 

about her concern. An Aryan Nation 
march was to take place in Coeur 
d’Alene, half an hour away from 
Spokane, during our annual session. She 
felt strongly that NPYM should say and 
do something. Now, this was not an 
issue like gay/lesbian marriage where 
there were deep divisions with the 
Yearly Meeting. But still, we needed to 
honor the seasoning process which this 
Yearly Meeting treasures, to figure out 
what it meant to be faithful to our 
testimonies and act quickly and 
responsibly. 

I asked Nancy to take her concern 
to Sandpoint Meeting for seasoning. If 
her Meeting united with her concern, I 
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asked that it be sent immediately 
to both Pacific Northwest and 
Willamette Quarterly Meeting, 
which were meeting on the two 
weekends preceding the May 
Steering Committee meeting. 
E-mails of consultation were sent 
to the Montana Gathering of 
Friends (MGOF) as well, 
although they could not meet. 
The result: a minute was season- 
ed by all those groups and 
approved by Steering Com- 
mittee. The process took five 
weeks! 

We sent the minute to the 
press, to the Meetings in NPYM, 
to the churches of Northwest 
YM in the Spokane area and to 
the Civil Rights groups that were 
organizing responses. And we 
sent it to the Aryan Nation itself. 
We said we struggled not to 
ostracize the members of the Aryan 
Nation. But at the same time, we used 
some very strong language: “We deny 
bigotry and violence....We abhor any 
system of beliefs that encourages threats, 
and so on.... We reject policies and 
philosophies that seek to divide society 
and demonize people, for separating us 
from each other is the root cause of 
violence.” 

We did not stop with just the 
minute, however. We changed the 
program of that annual session! Human 
Rights organizers, including the NW 
Coalition Against Malicious 
Harassment (of which we were a 
member), decided they did not want a 
big confrontation at the march and 
asked that there not be lots of people at 
a counter demonstration, and that there 
not be children, for fear of violence. We 
shifted our schedule so that Friends 
could choose how to respond. Some 
Friends did go to Coeur d’Alene; many 
others participated in the large Human 
Rights Rally on the Gonzaga campus; 
some sat in worship and held all in the 
Light. We accepted the generous offer 
of YM members to provide a mini- 
training in nonviolent direct action for 
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those who were going to the March. 
We had a moving and informative 
presentation from a young man who had 
been a member of the Aryan Nation, 
had left and was working to educate 
others, especially young people, about 
the dangers of neo-Nazism. 

And I believe there was some 
Divine intervention in this process. Our 
Friend in Residence, chosen two years 


previously, was Duduzile 
Mtshazo from South Africa—a 
woman who is absolutely 
translucent to the Spirit. She 
spoke of her personal experiences 
with racism and apartheid, her 
own struggles and spiritual 
growth. Her presence as well as 
her message was an extra- 
ordinary gift to that annual 
session. 

I have talked about these 
processes within our yearly 
meeting because they illustrate so 
many things I treasure. First is 
the process itself—what happens 
when we take time to listen to 
one another and to the Spirit, to 
educate ourselves, to hold 
tensions in the Light, to forgive 
ourselves when we misbehave 
and are reminded to live up to 
the best of Quaker ways. Second 
is the capacity to act on our faith. 
Whether the process is long and 
painful, or whether it is the challenge 
of figuring out appropriate wording 
and actions, the basis is the same in 
this wide geographic body of Friends 
in North Pacific Yearly Meeting—the 
corporate discernment under the 


guidance of the Spirit for what we 
should say and do. O 
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A Western Quaker Reader, Writings by and about 
Independent Quakers in the Western United States. 
FB Publications, 2000. First historical work about 
Western Quakerism written from the viewpoint of 
Independent Friends, provides vivid, first-person 
testimonies by Friends involved in the 
“reinvention” of Quakerism in the Western USA from the 1930s to the 
present. 354 pp. paper. $19.95 (incl. postage & handling). To order, send 
check made out to “Friends Bulletin” to: Friends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha 

St, Torrance CA 90505. (Subscribers receive 50% discount.) 


A Balancing Act: 


Joe Snyder Shares His Experiences with 
North Pacific Yearly Meeting 


en Jane and I began attending 
Multnomah Meeting in Port- 
land, OR, in 1972, we were newly weds, 
as well as refugees from the hippie 
movement, looking for a spiritual home. 
We found it among Portland Friends, 
but our connection was interrupted by 
a move to Klamath Falls for two years 

In 1974, on our return to Portland, 
we rejoined the active life of the 
Meeting. We began to hear mysterious 
allusions to things called Quarterly 
Meetings and Yearly Meetings which 
weightier and more experienced Friends 
attended. It was not until 1976 that we 
attended our first Annual Session of the 
North Pacific Yearly Meeting, held at 
the Colegio Cesar Chavez in Wood- 
burn, OR. 

It was an exciting time, for many 
reasons. For tonight’s purposes, it was 
the opening of a window to a much 
wider group of Friends than Mult- 
nomah Meeting, starting with a clerk 
named Alice Miles. 

Of particular importance to me was 
an event in which I was introduced to a 
few young people loitering about, 
whereupon one of them sized me up and 
said: “Lie down on the grass here on 
your back...” and the next thing I knew 
he was flying in the air on top of my 
outstretched arms. His name was Scot 
Hoskins, and together with Tina Tau 
and her sister Barbara, I learned the art 
of balancing which they brought from 
Argenta Friends School. 

This was the beginning of long 
years of fun with children and adults 
alike at Annual Session and community 
nights, which probably reached its peak 
with Bonnie Tinker standing on my 
shoulders a few years ago. 

That balancing work became part 
of a ministry to Junior Friends and 
younger children as well. I had become 
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Bev 


interested in Friends’ history and 
theology, and was an eager learner about 
the good order of Friends under the 
capable tutelage of Meg Jump. My 
connection with Friends centered 
around the Bible and finding a place to 
encounter Jesus without all the baggage 
of traditional churches. When I found 
what I perceived a lack of that in the 
education of our children and young 
people, I began to get involved in 
children’s programs. I’m not sure exactly 
when that started formally, but I can 


remember doing it at Dillon in 1992 and 
then quite regularly for about eight or 
nine years on some level. Particularly 
memorable are the years at Evergreen 
when Connie Dilts and teamed up for 
a really great 3-5" grade program 
(mostly to her credit and that of a great 
campus for children). It’s been 
enormously rewarding to see these little 
children grow into young adults. Felix 
Ostrom, the Javins boys, and Gabe Ehri 
are some that are here now as adults, 
and most of the current Junior Friends 
I knew from second or third grade on. » 

In the early 80s I was asked to be 
on the Yearly Meeting Discipline 
Committee, working on what is now our 
current Faith and Practice. | served with 
Monette Thatcher, Dotty Willard, 
Helen Strittmatter, Meg Jump, I think 
John Sullivan, and Jean Roberts. 
Unfortunately, our move to Myrtle 
Point and veterinary practice 
interrupted that work and it was 
finished by others, but it made a deep 
impression on me, both in introducing 
me to a lot of weighty Friends, in the 
very best sense of the word, and 
immersing me deeply in the substance 
of the Yearly Meeting. That work has 
served us well for twenty years or so, but 
now a new group is working on a more 
current revision. 

In that same period I was asked to 
be a representative to the Friends World 
Committee, again under the tutelage of 
Meg Jump. Those were further 
remarkable experiences with a wider 
body of Friends, and an opportunity to 
visit many of our Monthly Meetings 
trying to share the experience of the 
Triennial and World Gathering in 
Kaimosi, Kenya, in 1982. The World 
Gathering, besides giving one a view of 
all the varieties of Friends, also allows 
one to see Quaker process at its best, 
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from superb clerking and committee 
skills to the most hilarious Family Night 
skits you've ever seen. 

And speaking of Family Nights, one 
of my favorite jobs for the Yearly 
Meeting has been as Community Night 
emcee. This is an opportunity for us to 
laugh and cry with each other and has 
the potential to be a great community 
builder. It’s a very enjoyable challenge 
to try to put one together that is the 
right length, the right balance, and goes 
beyond talent show to a true community 
building exercise. 

I did several years as “spouse of 
clerk.” Jane’s clerking skills are very 
good and she’s been asked many times 
to use them on behalf of the Yearly 
Meeting. That’s her story, but I can 


remember a lot of helping with babies 
and encouragement, especially at Judson 
Baptist College when members of the 
gay and lesbian community provoked a 
confrontation with the administration 
leaving Jane, with two babies, to put 
out the fire. 

In my later days, it’s become a 
more and more important job to 
attempt to continually to hold the 
Yearly Meeting and its participants 
in prayer and light as the session 
progresses. It began, as Ann brought 
up, during the stormy times of gay and 
lesbian history when I realized I had 
little to say but could pray. I remember 
one particularly rough session in 
Walla Walla where, after a long time 


and much prayer, I saw Bonnie stand 


up and braced myself for a tirade and 
another half hour to sort it out, 
whereupon she declared that Friends 
were clearly not ready to make a 
decision and it could and should be 
worked on until the next opportunity. 
Yes, there is a Spirit here guiding us! 

During the session at Gonzaga, I 
felt a strong need to hold the session in 
prayer, from the opening Meeting for 
Worship on Thursday morning through 
the difficult times over the Aryan 
Nations issue. Ann did incredible work, 
a lot of us prayed, and together good 
things happened. I have continued in 
that capacity at meetings, and was 
affirmed in it last year when asked to be 
on the prayer support for our Friend in 
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North Pacific Yearly Meeting Epistles 


Greetin gs LO Friends E verywhere: 


ith snowy Mt. Rainier as a 

backdrop, North Pacific Yearly 
Meeting met for its 34" annual session 
at Pacific Lutheran University in 
Tacoma, WA, from June 29 to July 1, 
2006. The gathering’s theme, “Friends 
Young and Old: Growing Our Com- 
munity,” was evident in plenary sessions 
and worship groups. 

Because Friends General Confer- 
ence’s annual gathering was scheduled 
to begin on July 1 on the same campus, 
NPYM chose to meet for only two days. 
Abbreviating our session was designed 
to allow as much participation as 
possible in FGC’s first meeting held on 
the West Coast. Attendance was lower 
than usual, with 216 participating. 
Friends regretted that the Yearly Meet- 
ing was so brief. This, however, made 
the time spent together even more 
precious to us. 

The three plenary sessions included: 
a look back at our history, dealing with 
abuse; and reports from the World 
Gathering of Young Friends. At the 
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Dorsey Green, Presiding Clerk of NPYM 


first plenary session a panel of elders 
reflected on their experience with the 
Yearly Meeting from its inception. 
Alice Miles, one of the early members, 
recalled the days leading up to the 
founding of North Pacific Yearly 
Meeting. Ann Stever recounted two 
examples of Friends’ discernment: the 
lengthy and difficult process leading to 
our minute recognizing same sex 
marriage in 1992; and the swift, unified 
response to an Aryan Nations march 


that occurred nearby, during the 1998 
annual session in Spokane, WA. Joe 
Snyder told of his family’s personal 
involvement with Friends which began 
in the mid ‘70s, including a deep 
commitment to our children’s program, 
and support of Friends’ actions through 
prayer. Although our original purpose 
was to provide opportunities for 
fellowship and spiritual enrichment, 
some of the most memorable times for 
all the presenters were those when the 
Yearly Meeting was called upon to 
conduct difficult business. 

The Yearly Meeting embarked on 
new, challenging business as it 
considered a minute from Montana 
Gathering of Friends regarding conflict 
and abuse in our Meetings (see p. 18). 
We began the process of discerning how 
to respond with love to all involved, 
when allegations of abuse are made. 

The third plenary brought the 
report from the 2005 World Gathering 
of Young Friends. Our young friends 
joined with a representative from 
Northwest Yearly Meeting in an 
inspiring report about their time spent 
discovering “that of God” in the diverse 
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group of Quaker young people gathered 
in England and Kenya for the World 
Gathering. 

Worship sharing turned our 
attention away from the historical and 
world view back to the work of our own 
Yearly Meeting. Worship groups 
considered how the original vision of 
this Yearly Meeting is evolving with our 
faith in the 21* century, and struggled 
to define the beliefs that unify us all. 
The worshipful work begun here will 
serve to inform our ongoing Vision and 
Structure Committee’s work during this 
coming year. 

Our children’s program was small 
but spirited. Their theme was “Courage 
Comes in All Sizes”. Elementary and 
middle school Quakers interviewed 
their elders about times when they were 
courageous. The interviews became the 
basis for the children’s program’s 
community night offering, “Snapshots 
in Courage.” 

As we close this year’s brief annual 
session, we are filled with anticipation. 
Many of us anticipate the new 
experience of attending Friends General 
Conference. All of us are eager to 
continue our path together as the 
community of North Pacific Yearly 
Meeting. —Dorsey Green, Presiding 
Clerk of North Pacific Yearly Meeting 


ADULT YOUNG FRIENDS 
REPORT 


Adult Young Friends present for 
North Pacific Yearly Meeting Annual 
Session, together with several others 
arriving early for Friends General 
Conference, gathered on the evening of 
Sixth Day, Sixth Month 30 [July 30], 
2006, to worshipfully consider our 
business together along with a query on 
the nature and function of our spiritual 
community. 

This report deals solely with the 
worship sharing portion of our time 
together this evening, and even there its 
scope is limited. While this does not 
begin to attempt to document the initial 
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responses to the query considered 
(“How can we have a spiritual 
community of peers in the context of 
YM given that we are the ‘lost 
generation’?”), it does capture the 
sentiments expressed in response to a 
challenge posed by one Friend during 
worship sharing, in which we were 
asked to speak to the specific things we 
seek in coming together as Adult Young 
Friends in North Pacific Yearly 
Meeting. The following responses are 
not in their original order. We seek: 


¢ Worship sharing on topics other 
than why our group is not working. 
¢ Backrub circles following the rise 
of Business Meetings. 

¢ Through worshipsharing or just 
by hanging out, learning together 
about our spiritual journeys. 

¢ Seeking out how we as individuals 
fit into Quakerism. 

* Cuddle puddles. 

* Quaker process, leading the 
Meeting. By being ever more 
grounded in Quaker process, we can 
challenge our Meetings to live up 
to the Light in which they gather. 
¢ Figure out what the good stuff is/ 
was and implement it as fast as 
possible. (“Kicking ass and taking 
names, Quaker style.”) Look to our 
own experiences as Young Friends 
and Junior Friends, and bring the 
best aspects of those experiences 
into the programs of the Yearly 
Meeting and our Monthly 
Meetings. 

¢ Activism—let’s live our Quaker 
principles together. 

¢ Welcome rituals (and welcome 
documents) for incoming Young 
Friends. 

¢ Rotating leadership, so that 
everyone can experience the 
blessings of clerking. 

¢ Sharing our gifts with each other. 
¢ Serving on Meeting committees, 
and over time becoming the 
Meeting. 


¢ News of each other’s lives. 


- Activity together that is more than 
just bumming around. 

¢ Comfort and community. 

¢ Listening and support. 

* Queries relevant to concerns 
specific to Adult Young Friends 
(e.g. relating to job decisions, 
romance, and other such topics). 

¢ Having a group identity that is 
larger and more significant than the 
fact that we are a group that gets 
together—there are any number of 
such groups, and we want to engage 
with that which makes this 
experience distinct. 

- To forge and re-forge bonds with 
like-minded people, and spend 
more time playing games, engaging 
in activism and worship sharing, 
and getting to know each other. 


These responses to the challenge, 
in the context of the query, begin to 
outline the labor we can hope to 
undertake together. 


JUNIOR FRIENDS EPISTLE 


Exceptionally enthusiastic and 
excited, a group of Junior Friends gathered 
at Pacific Lutheran University for NPYM 
2006. In line with the theme, we par- 
ticipated in intergenerational worship 
groups, many ultimate Frisbee games with 
the young Friends, and a balance and 
tumbling workshop. 

As well, we shared poor campus 
fare with many young and old Friends 
and a humorous skit, created by the 
ad hoc “skimittee.” 

In our free time, we enjoyed card 
games, “street fighter,” winkum, and 
stargazing from a cuddle puddle on the 
local high jump pad. 

In our business meetings, we chose 
to give up showers for our Junior Friends 
camp, thoroughly discussed our code of 
conduct and received and approved 
many nominations, most notably a new 
clerk, Rosa Ostrom. 

—In the Light, The Junior Friends of 
NPYM. 
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 


Dear Friends, 

Hello from the NPYM 2006 one 
room schoolhouse! We are a kindergarten 
through eighth grade group of fourteen 
kids. We all met new people and had a 


great time mixing ages together as well as 


hanging out within our age groups. 

Our theme this year is “Courage 
Comes in All Sizes.” We explored this 
theme by interviewing elders about 
moments of courage in their lives and by 
telling our own stories. The older children 
“worship-shared” about their moments of 
courage. We all presented our stories in 


skits to the larger meeting. 

We also played games, swam, went 
exploring, and hung out. We're all sad that 
our time together was so short, but we 
grasped every moment and look forward 
to meeting again next year. 

Sincerely, the kids of the one-room 


schoolhouse. 


NEWS OF FRIENDS 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER 
CENTER APPOINTS NEW 
INCOMING 
Co-DIRECTORS 


After 13 years of service, Traci and 
Walter Hjelt-Sullivan left the Ben 
Lomond Quaker Center to serve the 
Society of Friends in the Philadelphia 
area: Traci now works for Friends 
General Conference, and Walter has 
become a core teacher at Pendle Hill. 

They were replaced by Gretta and 
Jacob Stone, long time members of 
Doylestown Monthly Meeting in 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. Gretta has 
worked in development for Friends 
General Conference and Friends Journal. 
Jacob is a teacher in a graduate social 
work program and also provides 
consultation and counseling services to 
schools, institutions and businesses. 
They are both licensed social workers. 
During the past year they sojourned as 
Friends in Residence at Chena Ridge 
Friends Meeting in Fairbanks, Alaska. 

Gretta and Jacob are fully recognized 
FGC Couples Enrichment leaders and 
have led couples workshops throughout 
the United States during the past eleven 
years. They are founding members of the 
Quaker bluegrass/folk band Faith and 
Practice. They are also avid touring 
cyclists. 

They are regular attenders at the 
Friends General Conference Gathering 
and have led many Gathering workshops 
over the years. At the most recent 
Gathering in Tacoma, WA, Jacob co-led 
a workshop, “Cranks and Prophets: The 
Single Voice in Quakerism.” 
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Gretta was due to arrive at Quaker 
Center in mid-September. Jacob will 
join her by the end of the year. 

In the meantime, Anne Bleile- 
Kratzer will serve as Associate Director 
during the transition and stay on to 
support Gretta until Jacob arrives in 


December. 0 


NEWS FROM QUAKER 
NEWSLETTERS 


Nancy Yarnall, Friends Committee on 
Consultation (FWCC) staff, travels among 
Friends and summarizes newsletters to keep 
us informed about what 1s happening among 
Friends in the Western USA. The editor 
wishes to express his gratitude to Nancy for 
this service and to apologize for neglecting 
to give her creatt for the column tn the July- 
August issue, pp. 15-17. 


Dear Friends 

Loida Fernandez, Executive 
Secretary of COAL, and I went to Pacific 
Yearly Meeting. After this gathering we 
visited among Friends in Southern 
California and North Carolina before 
going to Philadelphia to join other staff 
for our FWCC Section of the Americas 
staff retreat. 

I have been blessed with the 
opportunity to see many of you this 
summer. I treasure so much our visits 
whether they have been quick “Hellos” 
in the hallway, conversations or meals, or 
times when I have spoken to your entire 
group. 

Besides my own travel, I have 
enjoyed listening to accounts of Friends 
travel in other countries, including the 
experiences of young Friends who went 
to the World Gathering of Young 


Friends. 


I have a concern that some Friends 
might see this “FWCC experience” as 
one that can only happen to the traveling 
few. If so, I'd really like to urge you to 
take a day and visit a different Friends 
Church or Friends Meeting — that place 
near you that is not of your tradition. 

I am of the unprogrammed 
tradition, but I dearly love visiting 
Friends Churches in the greater Portland 
area and other places when I travel. These 
visits enrich my soul. 

In Friendship, Nancy 


BEYOND THE MONTHLY 
MEETING/CHURCHES 


BarcLay PREss notes that it has a 
pseudo-congregation with monthly 
attendance, volunteer staff—i.e., its 
internet congregation which visits every 
hour of the day, every day of the week. 
Its communication ministries equip 
people for right living. 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDS CONFERENCE 
met at Ben Lomond Quaker Center, 
August 25-27 with the question, “What 
must take place in order for there to be a 
renewal of Christian Quakerism?” Nancy 
Hawkins, Henry Jason, and Max Hansen 
prepared answers to the question. Nancy 
Hawkins is an acknowledged minister of 
Ohio Yearly Meeting (Conservative). 

COLORADO REGIONAL MEETING 
will be held November 3-5, 2006, at 
YMCA Camp of the Rockies, outside 
Estes Park. The theme is “Creating 
Community: Confronting Power, 
Privilege, and Prejudice.” Vanessa Julye 
of Friends General Conference will speak 
on “Faithful to God’s Leading, Moving 


toward Wholeness.” 


Continued on page 19 
i 


Top right: Bil] Ashworth with camera, 
and his wife Melody. 


Middle left: Monika Tippie and Walt 
Javins (co-clerk of Junior Friends) trying 
to arouse sleeping Junior Friends during 
Family Night skit. 


Right: David Coahran (Pullman- 
Moscow, ID) reading Friends Bulletin. 
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Front row, left to right: Emma Ewert, ( 
Strobehn. Second row, left to right: Ex 
Visscher (the one with his head turned.) 


HUENOS Buy LH UN Rh 


Pacific 
2eting in 
res 


rissa Boyajian, Rosa Ostrom, and Carl Uhte- 
Black, Maya Campbell-Unsoeld, and Noah 


Top right: Kathy Hyzy singing with Andy 


Cross. 


Above right: Visiting Friends Newton 
Carver and Bernabe Yujra (Bolivia) 


Bottom left: “Short but sweet”: Even 
though North Pacific YM was shortened this 
year to accommodate Friends General Con- 
ference, Friends still found time for a “Meet- 
ing for Worship on the Occasion of Choco- 
late.” This longstanding tradition en- 
ables Friends of all theological/meta- 
physical/political persuasions to 
broaden thetr...uh...perspectives by con- 
suming chocolate and swapping stories. 
Among those shown here are Betsy 
Kenworthy, Gabe Ehri, Cathy Hyzy, Leni 
Skarin, and Lucy Fullerton. 
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“QUAKER, DISCIPLINES 
FOR DEER HEALING” 


by Ann Stever hy 
University Friends Meetint eee 
Seattle, WA oon 


University Friends Meeting invited 
John Calvi as another step in our process 
of learning more about trauma and 
healing, as we deal with the challenge 
and tension of how to include a 
convicted sexual offender in our 
community while we support survivors 
of sexual abuse and interpersonal vio- 
lence. We kept him very busy, April 13- 
16, 2006, meeting with individuals, 
small groups and presenting an all-day 
workshop Saturday on “Light as Cloak 
and Food: Quaker Disciplines for Deep 
Healing” as well as the Sunday Adult 
discussion hour and reflections Sunday 
afternoon. Overall, between 60 and 70 
people had contact with him. Here are 
a few tidbits, quoted more or less 
verbatim from his presentation: 

“The work is huge and almost 
impossible.You are doing everything 
right. You are holding oppositions in 
that tension. You have brought a good 
deal of Light to bear and have moved 
atearpoodspaces| hereriseaploteon 
tenderness and a lot of hurt. There is 
no right answer! 

“T notice lots of people know one 
another; that is a sign of good village 
life. I notice a clear sense of humor in 
the community. 

“Have unobstructed love. Open 
your heart and feel your love deeply for 
someone. Compassion is a muscle 
which needs to be practiced to develop. 

“Meeting for Worship is absolutely 
critical. Tend to it! Be tender and open. 
Hear the ‘hum’ of the Universe. It is a 
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place where tenderness and pain can be 
held. Older Friends are ‘power 
generators.’ Sit by one in worship and 
feel it! Have patience and be tender. 

“Prioritize worship and good works. 
Be sure that the passion that arises is 
‘spiritually aligned.’ 

“Pain is sacred learning. We all have 
pain and we all can inflict pain. Have 
mercy on ourselves and others. 

“The cycle of healing includes 
looking at a problem, doing work and 
resting. This cycle needs to be repeated, 
perhaps many times. Sometimes we do 
not value the resting part. 

“The pain of trespass shows up 
differently depending on these factors: 
did the trauma happen once or 
repeatedly? Did it happen in secret (and 
is it still a secret)? What was the 
developmental stage of the person when 
it happened (how much personal power 
had they developed)? 

“Talking with survivors: start with 
‘T’m so sorry this pain is in front of you 
again’ —acknowledge the pain 
respectfully. Ask how they understand 
their situation and keep the dialogue 
open. Avoid either-or absolutes. 

“Stages of community include: 
connection, trust, obstacles (hurts, 
trouble, conflicts), return (forgiveness, 
acceptance, ways to move back together 
as well as forward). Which of these do 
you do best? Why? Which do you 
know least? What gets in your way of 
learning about it?” O 


“My BLoopb, GIVEN...” 
REFLECTIONS ON PRAYER 


by Judith Favor 
Claremont (CA) Meeting 


The great thing 1s prayer. Prayer 
itself. If you want a life of prayer, the 
way to get it 1s by praying. 

—Thomas Merton 


These days, I experience prayer 
as a flow of willingness. Prayer seems 


to have a fluid quality. I find myself 
offering my energy for God’s purposes 
as freely as clouds offer soaking rain. 
Love seems to flow liquidly through 
my heart, arteries and veins, touching 
each capillary. God’s very nature seems 
like water to me—or blood—more than 
like airy spirit. Heart-love even seeps into 
sleep, bringing a sweet sense of Presence 
while I am deep in dreams. 

When soul-flow happens, a 
resounding call echoes through my 
body. When God’s liquid nature hums, 
approximately 78% of me that is water 
sings back. Ancient words thrum 
through my veins. This is my body. Jesus 
was 78% water, too, wasn't he? This is 
my blood, given. The heart has its 
reasons that reason does not know. 
Pascal’s mysterious words become a 
breath prayer. Flow requires action. 

My pounding heart leads me to the 
American Red Cross Apheresis Center. 
After rightly answering an unsettling 
array of very personal questions about 
my sex life, 1 empty my bladder and 
settle into a tilted chaise lounge. Two 
arms rest on pillows, stuck with needles. 
For two hours I am connected to a 
compex machine that silently separates 
blood into components. Two pints of red 
blood cells gather in sterile plastic bags 
while the rest is pumped back into my 
veins. Blessings flow along with bodily 
fluid. Healing prayers flow toward an 
unknown leukemia patient who needs 
highly concentrated blood cells. 

To Quakers, praying means wait- 
ing in the Light, listening inwardly for 
God’s nudges, then following where 
the heart leads. Grace tlows when 


‘strangers exchange smile. Mercy flows 


when donors and nurses touch. 
Healing flows between kidnev donors 
and recipients. Where blood flows, 
God only knows. 


May she be cared for tenderly. 
May he be well. 
May they be loved to the last. O 


Reprinted from the May 2006 issue 
of What Canst Thou Say? 
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FRIENDS GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 
MINISTRY ON RACISM 


Vanessa Julye, coordinator for 
Friends Conference’s 
Committee for Ministry on Racism was 
the staff representative to Pacific Yearly 
Meeting this summer held at the 
University of Redlands, CA. She gave 
a short presentation during the third 
plenary session Wednesday afternoon. 
During her time with us, Vanessa co- 
facilitated a workshop with Laura 
Magnani where they talked about 
Friends’ involvement with the prison 
system and racism in the Religious 
Society of Friends. She also spent time 
talking with individual Friends about 
racism. Vanessa hopes to spend more 
time in the Pacific West working with 
members of Orange Grove Monthly 
Meeting (Paadena, CA) during the 
winter of 2007. 

FGC’s Central Committee in 
November 2000, approved a new 
standing committee, the Committee for 
Ministry on Racism. The vision for this 
work is to: 


General 


* Seek to provide vision, leadership 
and support (including human and 
material resources) for enhancing 
racial and ethnic diversity and 
eradicating racism among Friends; 
and 

* Seek, with God’s guidance, to help 
Quakers transform themselves 
institutionally and individually into 
a beloved community—whole and 
enriched by its diversity. 


During a special planning retreat in 
2005, grounded in the leadings of the 
Spirit, the Committee identified major 
areas of work for transforming racist 
behaviors and enhancing racial and 
ethnic diversity among Friends. 
Committee members and staff, over the 
next five years, plan to: 
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FRIENDS AND R. 


ACIAL CONCERNS 


Left to right: Pat Hardy, Vanessa Julye, and Maggie Hutchinson 


¢ Network with Friends and 
meetings involved in work and 
witness related to racism and racial 
diversity. 

¢ Plan and hold “events” that 
provide opportunities for learning, 
training, sharing, community- 
building, and worshipping together. 
* Plan events and provide support 
for people involved in work for 
greater racial diversity and in 
challenging racism during the FGC 
Annual Gathering. 

¢ Share stories and witnesses. 

* Identify, develop and promote 
resources (both print and electronic) 
for this work. 

* Support a “traveling ministries 
program on racism.” 

¢ Nurture and help to prepare 
Friends called to minister in this 
area. We would develop this 
program in close cooperation with 
the FGC Traveling Ministries 
Committee and Program, working 
to discern whether such a program 
would be a component of the 
currently existing program or a new 
parallel program. 


¢ Prepare and send letters, queries, 
and other communications to 
monthly, quarterly and yearly 
meetings of Friends. 


Vanessa Julye and Donna McDaniel 


are currently co-writing a book that 


explores the relationship between African 
Americans and Quakers of European 
descent from the 17th century to the 
present day. The research for the work 
will be published by Quaker Press of 
FGC, under the care of FGC’s 
Committee for Ministry on Racism, 
Religious Education and Publications 
Committees. FGC also plans to produce 
and publish a study guide for the book for 
Friends to use in their Meetings. 

For further information on the work 
of FGC’s Committee for Ministry on 
Racism please visit the website at the 
following address: http://fgcquaker.org/ 
cmr/ or contact their coordinator, 
Vanessa _— Julye by Wamectiatl: 
vanessaj@fgcquaker.org or 1216 Arch St 
#2B, Philadelphia, PA 19107, 215-561- 
1700. Fax: 215-561-0759. 


CONFERENCE FOR RACIAL 
JUSTICE AND EQUALITY 
WITHIN THE SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS 


by Ruth Yarrow 
University Friends Meeting 
Seattle, WA 


From Friday evening, March 31 to 
Sunday midday, April 2, 2006, over 
ninety Friends gathered in Burlington, 
NJ, for the First Annual Conference for 
Racial Justice and Equality Within the 
Society of Friends. 


ub) 


It was sponsored by four Yearly 
Meet-ings and led by a great committee 
and Vanessa Julye. Theo Mace and I 
attended from UFM. While gray-haired 
women like ourselves predominated, a 
group of a couple dozen Friends of color 
and young Friends also took part, 
making it a rich experience. 

Visions expressed for a racially just 
Society of Friends included speaking 
truth to power within our Meetings, 
rooting out violence in Quaker pro- 
cesses, being open to song and dance, 
not benefiting from war and racism, and 
not making racist assumptions about 
people but truly listening to who they 
are on the inside. 

Many Friends described a depressing 
sense that many of their fellow Quakers 
only work on racism when it is convenient. 
People struggled with the need to confront 
Friends in a supportive way, to be tender 


yet strong. Some noted that Quaker 
process itself can be a rock in the road, 
and urged orthopraxy instead of 
orthodoxy, or staying in tune with the 
spirit. We agreed that we need to work 
more vigorously. 

In small groups, Friends discussed 
what support they need to continue 
working for racial justice. A number 
noted how often we spend large 
amounts on buildings and not on 
programs. Such programs could include 
more on healing racism, supporting 
families of mixed race, helping Friends 
become involved in community efforts 
such as tutoring or supporting in- 
carcerated people of color, especially 
those led by people of color. Out of a 
caucus for Friends of color came 
suggestions for support such as spiritual 
care committees and retreats for people 
of color to help deal with institutional, 


group, individual and internalized 
oppression, and reinforce positive 
aspects of culture. 

Friends urged next steps on many 
levels. For example, boards of Quaker 
institutions could use racial justice 
training. Workshops could be held at 
Friends General Conference. Monthly 
Meetings could host Friends Eights 
where people start by sharing their 
personal history of dealing with racism, 
both being oppressed or oppressing. 
Individuals could develop care com- 
mittees to encourage us to venture into 
situations of some discomfort, and could 
use books, theater, film and music to 
educate ourselves. Finally, face-to-face 
friendships across racial barriers are 
where we really feel the spirit. | am 
grateful to the Meeting for supporting 


us in having this opportunity at the 
Conference. 0 


FRIENDS AND THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT 


MINUTE OF OLympIA (WA) 
FRIENDS MEETING 
ON THE ILLEGAL USE OF 
US Weapons BY ISRAEL 


From its earliest inception, the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
has placed rejection of war as basic to 
our understanding of God’s will. We 
believe that human beings are capable 
of solving conflicts through reason, an 
empathetic understanding of the other’s 
point of view, and the courage to take 
principled, nonviolent action in the face 
of injustice. 

In this spirit, the Olympia Friends 
Meeting urges all parties in the current 
conflict to declare a ceasefire and work 
toward a negotiated settlement of their 
grievances. As Quakers who are also US 
citizens, we strongly object to the fact 
that taxpayer-funded US military 
equipment is being used illegally in this 
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conflict. We are very concerned that 
Israel is using weapons supplied by the 
United States to target Palestinian and 
Lebanese civilians and civilian 
infrastructure in the Gaza Strip and 
Lebanon in violation of the US Arms 
Export Control Act and the Geneva 
Conventions. The Israeli air force 
fighter squadrons are composed of 
Lockheed Martin F- 161 Fighting 
Falcons and Boeing F-151s, which fire 
US-manufactured AMRAAM, Side- 
winder, and Sparrow missiles. From 
2000-2005, the United States licensed 
to Israel at least $1.062 billion of spare 
parts, engines, and missiles for its F-15 
and F-16 fighter planes. From 2000- 
2005, the United States licensed to the 
Israeli navy more than $572 million 
worth of patrol boat, ship, and 
submarine components and spare parts, 
torpedoes, and sonar equipment. From 
2000-2005, the United States licensed 
to Israel more than $348 million worth 
of tanks, components, and spare parts. 


(Statistics for US weapons licensed to 
Israel are compiled from the State 
Department’s annual report to Congress 
pursuant to Sec. 655 of the Foreign 
Assistance Act). 

By using US-supplied weapons to 
attack Gaza and Lebanon, Israel is 
violating the terms of the US Arms 
Export Control Act and Foreign 
Assistance Act. The Arms Export 
Control Act restricts the use of US 
weapons to legitimate self-defense and 
internal policing; US weapons cannot 
be used to attack civilians in offensive 
operations nor can they be used to 
destroy civilian infrastructure such as 
power plants. The Foreign Assistance 
Act prohibits US aid of any kind to a 
country that routinely kills civilians as 
a result of its military operations. 

The Olympia Friends Meeting 
urges the President and Congress to act 
immediately to halt Israel’s military 
attacks in the Middle East that are being 
conducted with US-supplied weapons 
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in violation of our laws. We urge the 
President and Congress to stop all 
foreign assistance and military 
equipment exports to Israel until it 
ceases military attacks outside of its 
internationally recognized borders. 


This minute was adapted from the minute 
developed by the Atlanta Friends Meeting 
and approved by them on July 16, 2006. 
In addition to approving this minute, 
Olympia Friends also contributed $1,000 
to the AFSC Middle East Crisis Fund. 


PEACE WorRKS 
CONFERENCE REPORT 


by Meera Shanti (Junior Friend) 
Olympia (WA) Meeting 


In April 2006 I helped organize and 
then attended a conference focused on 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Al- 
though I already had many opinions on 
this subject, my opinions were both 
strengthened and clarified. 

The United States Government 
actively influences other nations around 
the world. Because of the nature of our 
representative democracy, we as 
individuals have an enormous obligation 
and responsibility to the world for the 
behavior of our government. 

For the past 39 years, both the West 
Bank and Gaza have been under 
increasingly harsh occupation by the 
Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). This 
continuous oppression creates extremely 
unjust living conditions for the 
Palestinian people. Segregated Israeli- 
only bypass roads force Palestinians to 
travel four to five hours to their 
destination rather than the usual 20 
minutes. The numerous mandatory IDF 
checkpoints subject Palestinians to 
unwarranted searches, delays, arrests, 
and potential loss of life. All of these 
various forms of humiliation constitute 
a collective punishment of the 
Palestinian people, and is at the 
complete discretion of the Israelis. 
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In the spring of 2003, a young 
woman by the name of Rachel Corrie 
was tragically crushed to death by a 
militarized bulldozer. She was killed 
while attempting to prevent the 
demolition of a Palestinian home in the 
southern Gaza Strip. When I use the 
term “militarized bulldozer,” I am 
referring to an American bulldozer. This 
bulldozer is later accessorized to be 
completely bulletproof, and specifically 
designed for the destruction of 
infrastructure. 

Israel receives the largest amount of 
foreign aid from the United States. In 
Israel, this foreign aid is used for 
purchasing bulldozers, (such as the one 
that killed Rachel Corrie.) This money 
is also indirectly used for supporting 
Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Territories, and implementing many 
other forms of injustice that separate 
the Palestinian people from their 
farmland, and segregate them from 
the rest of the world. Separating the 
Palestinians from their farmland is 
cruel. It results in their not being able 
to provide for themselves and their 
families because they are already 
blocked out of many other food 
resources due to other Israeli policies. 

The most horrific project that is 
taking place in Israel and the Occupied 
Territories began in the spring of 2003. 
The Israeli Government decided that 
they needed to build a separation wall 
in, out, and around the Occupied 
Territories for so-called “security 
reasons.” This wall, as well as many 
other barriers such as checkpoints, cut 


the Palestinians off from both their 
farmland and medical resources. Several 
women have given birth to children at 
an IDF checkpoint because they were 
not able to get though the checkpoint 
in time to get to a hospital. At some 
smaller dirt barriers called berms, 
Palestinians have to park their cars, 
climb the berm, walk across the Israeli 
bypass road, climb the berm on the other 
side of the road, and then take a taxi to 
the next berm where they run the risk 
of being arrested. These examples show 
how precarious the situation really is for 
the Palestinians. 

I have become truly aware of how 
important my involvement in the issue 
is, as well as how important it is to 
involve other people. Even though I am 
not yet old enough to vote, or travel to 
Israel and Palestine to take part in direct 
action, I am still able to contribute my 
opinion in such a way that it could 
possibly affect what is taking place in 
both Israel and Palestine. To remain 
silent makes one complicit in the 
situation, and is an expression of tacit 
approval. Even though a collective voice 
in favor of justice may not result in an 
immediate and drastically changed 
outcome, to give a public opinion 
opposing injustice moves the world ever 
so slightly towards justice. 

Americans need to petition, ed- 
ucate, and encourage our government 
to end this cycle of violence, in which 
the US is an indirect contributor. We 
must hold our government account- 
able for its actions which affect the 
world, and which we have the power 
and responsibility to influence. O 


www.atfaluna.net. 


MEERA SHANTI, who is 16 years old, serves as treasurers 
intern for Olympia (WA) Friends Meeting. The April 
2006 conference she helped organize was called Peace 
| Works; sponsored by the Rachel Corrie Foundation, it 
brought peace activists and experts on the Israel-Palestine 
| conflict from around the world. In October, 2005, Meera 
| gave a piano recital to benefit the Atfaluna School for Deaf 
_ Children in Gaza, Palestine. Copies of her CD are 
available for $12 postpaid. Send a check to: Meera Shanti, 1717 18th Court NE, 
Olympia, WA 98506. For more information about the school, visit 
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A LETTER FROM THE 
MINISTRY AND OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE OF THE 
MONTANA GATHERING OF 
FRIENDS (MGOF) 


MGOF is a spiritual community. We 
come together to nurture and support our 
community and each other as we worship, 
learn, and play together. We are diverse in 
our individual beliefs and outlooks, but we 
also hold dear our sense of community and 
our twice annual gatherings. We wish to seek 
the light and see our community prosper. 

In order for a community to prosper 
that community must, among other 
things, be able to respond effectively to 
the occurrence of antagonistic or hurtful 
behaviors, including abuse of a physical, 
emotional, or sexual nature. Various 
communities, both without and within 
North Pacific Yearly Meeting, have begun 
to seek clarity on guidelines for effective 
responses to such behaviors. 

Recently an instance of hurtful 
behavior has come to light within the 
MGOF community. During our summer 
gathering in August 2005, one com- 
munity member came to the MGOF 
Ministry and Oversight Committee and 
reported an instance of a personal bound- 
ary violation by another community 
member which was an act of sexual 
harassment to her. M&O has labored with 
this issue both in regard to the two people 
involved and in regard to the broader 
questions of respect and safety in our 
community. 

On Saturday morning of our Winter 
gathering, we will hold a Meeting for 
Worship for Business with Attention to 
Hurtful and Abusive Behavior in our 
MGOF Community. To prepare for this 
meeting, MGOF Ministry and Oversight 
Committee members are asking meetings 
and worship groups and isolated Friends 
to season the following queries: 

1. How can our meeting immediately 
protect victims of harassment or abuse? 

2. If someone in the meeting had a 
concern about an incident of harassment 
or abuse, how would he or she know 
whom to contact? 

3. What do we need to do to prepare 
our meeting to respond promptly and 
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appropriately when a concern is raised? 

4, What process do we have for being 
clear and firm with members and attenders 
who behave inappropriately? 

5. What resources are available to the 
meeting if a situation arises that seems to 
be beyond our ability to respond 
appropriately? 

We ask that Montana Friends season 
these queries and come to the Saturday 
morning Meeting for Worship for 
Business prepared to address these 
concerns from a center of worship with 
care and concern for the light in each one 
of us. 

—Kate Weiss, Clerk of Ministry and 
Oversight; Heather Jackson, Co-Clerk Eric 
Mendelson; Pat Carrick; Lucretia Humphrey; 
Donna Mendelson; Nora Martin; and John 
Hooton. 


MINUTE ON CONFLICT AND 
ABUSE ADOPTED BY MGOF 
FEBRUARY 2006 AT THE 
WINTER QUARTERLY SESSION 


What sort of community do we aspire to be? 
What principles shape and sustain the 
community we aim to be? 

What practices are necessary tf our community 
ts to thrive and 

What practices would prevent its thriving?” 
(From Earlham College Principles and 
Practices) 


Within any community, there must 
be guidelines to help the individual 
members to live and grow together. 
Within a Quaker spiritual community, 
corporately discerned guidelines bear a 
greater importance because of the delicate 
and precious nature of the group. Our 
community’s goal is to be a vehicle in 
which each of us will pursue life’s most 
joyful journey, the search for God. Every 
one of us has come to Friends as seekers, 
hoping to experience the realm of 
spirituality and the inner light. To embark 
on this path we must strive to shed our 
fears and our coverings, fully open to the 
light and journey together, soul naked. 

The need for guidelines and 
boundaries of personal conduct becomes 
even more important in our spiritual 
community as we strive to make the 


community safe for all. Harm can occur 
unintentionally and, in that case, we hope 
the two parties involved can resolve the 
issue. Abuse occurs when one person has 
cause to know that certain behavior is 
hurtful, threatening or offensive to another 
person and yet engages in that behavior 
with that person. The behavior must stop. 
Guidelines are especially important with 
the intimacy of a close spiritual 
community. We have the right to be safe 
in our Meeting. We will not tolerate 
sexual, physical, verbal, racial, 
psychological, social, or spiritual abuse by 
anyone in the Meeting community. 

We as a community commit to caring 
for and tending to both the person who has 
been harmed and the person who has 
harmed her/him. It is our hope that the 
person who feels unsafe or violated in any 
way will be able to speak up to the person 
who has crossed his or her boundary of 
comfort and that his or her wishes will be 
respected. In the cases where the person who 
has been harmed cannot speak up or his or 
her wishes were not honored, we encourage 
that person to seek help from a trusted other, 
or ask for help from Ministry and Oversight. 
The Meeting is responsible to watch and 
protect those in our community who, for 
whatever reason, cannot speak for 
themselves or have not been heard. 
Whenever informed, the Meeting, or its 
committees, will take prompt steps to deal 
with violations and will inform and include 
all concerned if possible. 


We commit ourselves to an ongoing 
educational process that creates an 
environment within the community that 
encourages those who have been hurt to 
speak up and those who have been abusive 
to seek help. We also commit to the 
following action steps. 


Action steps: 


1. Develop and adopt procedures to address 
situations when harm occurs (review 
Portland, Maine, Friends procedures). 


2. Include a statement of confidentiality 
and tts limtts 1n the procedures. 


3. Develop and implement on-going 
community education for all ages. 


We express appreciation to Portland, 
ME, and Richmond, IN, Friends for their 


words and work. 
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News from Newsletters, 
continued from page 11 


At EVANGELICAL FRIENDS CHURCH 
SOUTHWEST’s Annual Pastors’ Con- 
ference, [weed Moore, pastor of CITRUS 
HEIGHTS FRIENDS CHURCH, and Troy 
Wong, pastor of Gateway Friends 
Church in Diamond Bar, were approved 
as recorded Friends Pastors during the 
Representative Session. 

Tue Harvest FESTIVAL to benefit 
FCL, Friends Committee on 
Legislation, CA, was held September 
30" at Palo Alto Friends Meeting. Items 
sold included quality rummage, books, 
baked goods. 

MONTANA GATHERING OF FRIENDS 
met at Luccock Park, south of Living- 
ston, August 18-20 with the theme 
“Prayer and Play.” 

THE NORTHWEST YEARLY MEET- 
ING FRIENDS WOMEN’S RETREAT took 
place September 28-October 1 at Twin 
Rocks Friends Camp with the theme, 
“Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord.” 
Karen Macy was the main speaker. 

THE SIxTH PaciFic NORTHWEST 
QUAKER WOMEN’s THEOLOGY CON- 
FERENCE was held August 24-27 at 
Menucha Retreat Center in Corbett, OR 
overlooking the Columbia Gorge. The 
theme was “Common Roots, 
Uncommon Branches.” 

THE PacitFic NORTHWEST QUART- 
ERLY MEETING gathered at Lazy F Ranch 
near Ellensburg, WA on September 22- 
24, 2006, with the theme “Holding One 
Another in the Light.” 

THE PaciFic NORTHWEST REGION- 
AL PEACE GATHERING, “Walking the 
Talk of Peace,” sponsored by the Peace 
and Justice Support Network, 
Mennonite Church USA, and the Pacific 
Northwest Mennonite Conference Peace 
and Justice Committee, will be held 
October 26-28, 2006 at the Albany 
Mennonite Church. 

There was a gathering at Sierra 
Friends Center (Grass Valley, CA) called 
“Holding the Earth in the Light” with 
Keith Helmuth (Quaker Earthcare 
Witness), Sept. 29-Oct. 1. 

Twin Rocks FRIENDS CAMP will 
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celebrate under the wings of the world- 
famous Spruce Goose airplane at the 
Evergreen Aviation Museum in 
McMinnville, OR on November 13, 
2006. The event will combine a benefit 
dinner with the unveiling of the camp’s 
new Master Site Plan. 


NEWS OF FRIENDS 
(CHURCHES AND MONTHLY 
MEETINGS 


BELLINGHAM MEETING’s (WA) 
Junior Friends planned a Summer 
Escape which included a ropes course, 
dinner, and a sleepover with movies and 
munchies. At Monthly Meeting Friends 
were concerned about having appropriate 
information and a narrow time frame for 
approval. At a special called Meeting, 
Friends felt that concerns had been met. 

While BERKELEY MEETING (CA) 
has not formally applied to the city, they 
have met with City of Berkeley Planners 
the Meeting House 
consolidation/remodel in a favorable 
light. This fall the Long Range Planning 
Committee will ask the Meeting to direct 
them in how to best move ahead. 

BoIsE FRIENDS CHURCH (ID) is 
grateful for the work of Joe Millard who 
recently resigned as youth pastor. Joe will 
be married in December and plans to 
remain a part of Boise Friends Church. 

Cuico MEETING (CA) has changed 
all committee terms to staggered two year 
terms, beginning 1/1 and ending 12/31. 
Current terms beginning 5/1/06 will run 
£0:12/31/07 of 08. 

Davis MEETING (CA) is discussing 
proposed letters to Langley Hill Meeting 
regarding Tom Fox and to Palm Beach 
Meeting regarding the issue of 
surveillance. 

DurANGO MEETING (CO) received 
a request from a community organization 
that works with victims of domestic 
violence and provides educational 
programs for children. The organization 
wished to hold a Wine and Music 
fundraiser at the Meeting House. It was 
felt that an alcohol-based event would 
not receive Meeting approval. 


who view 


ELSINORE VALLEY FRIENDS CHURCH 
(CA) is experiencing pastoral changes. 
Bob Mardock is stepping down as pastor 
to give International Family Services his 
full attention. Josh Black will replace Bob 
as pastor. 

The First Day School and Tweens 
of EUGENE MEETING (OR) are building 
a labyrinth garden for the whole meeting 
to enjoy. Participants will design cement 
stepping stones. 

EuGEeNE MEETING (OR) is hiring a 
paid treasurer. A job description has been 
developed and the Finance Committee 
will supervise the position. 

Fort Co.uins MEETING (CO) is 
working with Colorado Interfaith Power 
and Light. The Meeting notes that they 
have already signed on to the Fort Collins 
wind power program. Building and 
Grounds is to see about installing 
compact fluorescent replacement bulbs. 

Mark and Shelly Swaim have moved 
to full-time pastoral ministry at GARDEN 
GROVE FRIENDS CHURCH (CA). The 
Swaims have invested most of their adult 
life into Garden Grove. 

Hono.tuLu MEETING (HI) has 
“Muffin Time” every Sunday morning. 
As this is not a series of talks, but a 
discussion group, Friends are invited to 
come any Sunday that is convenient. 

Mounrtaln VIEW MEETING (Denver, 
CO) is discussing the requirement that 
certain committees (Worship and 
Ministry, Oversight, Nominating) be 
staffed by members of the Meeting. 
Should the requirement be loosened for 
specific committee vacancies or should 
it be maintained because of the degree 
of commitment that membership entails? 

Friends from NEWBERG FRIENDS 
CHuRCH (OR) participated in Listening 
Life groups this past year. Group 
members listened to Christ using 
exercises based on the Scriptures. A team 
of writers, leaders, and participants 
developed the materials that were used. 

NorTH SEATTLE FRIENDS CHURCH 
(WA) hosted a fund-raising gathering to 
support “Peace through Pieces: Trauma 
Healing through Quilt Making.” David 
Niyonzima of THARS (Trauma Healing 


and Reconciliation Services of Burundi) 
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shared how the two organizations share 
a vision for reaching out with healing love 
to victims of trauma. 

Friends from NORTH VALLEY 
FRIENDS CHURCH (Newberg, OR) have 
found that their visionary ministry goals 
have been nurtured and supported by 
generous giving. This vision has funded 
regular needs and also projects outside 
the budget such as the kitchen remodel, 
the platform remodel, the video projector, 
the playground fence, the bathroom 
remodel, and others. 

OxympIA MEETING (WA) proposes 
contributing from the Meeting’s RSWR 
1% fund to the Mutaho Widows’ 
Cooperative in Burundi to buy goats. The 
Meeting held a “Goat” Sunday on 
September 16 with art projects and 
storytelling about goats. Hospitality 
included goat cheese. 

Participation has declined at 
ORANGE GROVE MEETING’s (Pasadena, 
CA) Union Station Project where 
Friends feed the homeless. Should the 
project be laid down? Friends felt it 
should continue and an ad hoc 
committee was named. 

PaLo ALTO MEETING (CA) holds a 
monthly after-Meeting for Worship 
session titled “Afterwords, Joys and 
Sorrows.” Friends are invited to share 
what is happening in their lives, what’s 
happening, or what troubles their spirits. 

There are plans for a network of 
Simple Churches throughout the greater 
Phoenix (AZ) area. Tom and Danielle 
Vasiliow have begun a new ministry as a 
Simple Church meeting point in 
Glendale, AZ. 

REDWOOD ForesT MEETING (Santa 
Rosa, CA) will offer a six-week study of 
the Sermon on the Mount from the 
Gospel of Matthew, starting September 
8%. The Meeting is considering 
“Guidelines for Resolution of Conflicts 
within a Committee.” 

Twenty-one members of the 
REEDWOOD FRIENDS CHURCH (Portland, 
OR) traveled by church bus and van to 
their Mexico Mission trip at Rancho 
Solo in Tijuana, Mexico. On the way they 
stayed: at Medford, Sacramento, and 
Spring Valley Friends Churches. While 
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in Mexico they completed a home for a 
family in record time. 

Fourteen First Day School 
volunteers of SACRAMENTO MEETING 
(CA) have completed the application 
process which involves written 
application, interview, training and 
reference checks. 

SALEM MEETING (OR) continues to 
struggle with the question of remaining 
in and remodeling their present Meeting 
House or moving to an accessible place. 

SAN FRANCISCO MEETING (CA) has 
heard from Friends Extension Service 
that it soon will be going out of business 
and needs the meeting to repay its loan. 
The Meeting has funds from a bequest 
which could pay this mortgage. Friends 
asked for more information. 

SAN JosE MEETING (CA) minuted, 
“It is deplorable that our government is 
eavesdropping on our communications 
without legal authority and in violation 
of law. We call for a stop to this activity.” 

SANDPOINT MEETING (ID) will have 
a Quaker sailboat/wooden boat/canoe/ 
any-old-tub regatta and water balloon 
fight on Lake Pend Oreille. Picnic is 
included. 

SANTA FE MEETING (NM) has 
authorized an inventory and description 
of the Olive Rush archives, paintings, and 
furniture in the Meeting’s possession. 
Santa Fe Meeting’s Hospitality 
Committee reports difficulty in finding 
volunteers to clean and close the Meeting 
House after Meeting. Friends are urged 
to wash their own cups. 

SECOND STREET FRIENDS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH welcomed Gregg 
Lamm as its new lead pastor-teacher. 

SouTH MOovunTAIN MEETING 
(Ashland, OR) is considering a 
Peacemaker Committee to support 
Christian Peacemaker Teams and 
specifically Annaliese Watson and Scott 
Smith’s work in Palestine. 

UxkiaAH WorsuHipP Group hosts a 
joint meeting of the Willits, Lake 
County, Round Valley, and Ukiah 
Worship Groups every fifth Sunday. 

University MEETING (Seattle, WA) 
has established procedures for recording 
a ministry under the care of University 


Friends Meeting as a response to 
concerns. 

VASHON WorsuHip Group (WA) 
noted that they spend a great deal of time 
deciding about unscheduled donations 
regardless of the clerk’s best efforts to 
recycle most of the incoming mail. A 
small committee was formed. 

Britt and Hoa Groom are new 
pastors at WALNUT CREEK FRIENDS 
CHURCH (CA). 

FirsT FRIENDS, WHITTIER (CA) 
held Promotion Sunday to recognize 
achievements of students in the First 
Day School classes as they move to the 
next higher grade and to thank the 
teachers. Students from various grade 
levels spoke. 


FWCC WEBSITE 


Look at www.fwecamericas.org 
for information about the Section of 
the Americas. 

Would you like to learn about 
Friends from throughout the western 
hemisphere? We have a Section of 
the Americans Electronic Newsletter 
for you. Please contact 
americas@fwccamericas.org to be put 
on the list. (And if youd like to 
receive our postal mail Newsletter as 
well, indicate that also.) 


MEMORIAL MINUTES 


RuTH CORRELL 


Ruth Correll died September 24, 
2005, at Frasier Meadows Manor. She 
was born October 23, 1915, in Popcorn, 
Indiana, and grew up on a farm during 
the Depression. She graduated from 
Indiana University and in 1938 married 
Malcolm Correll. Malcolm became a 
professor of physics at the University of 
Chicago. Together, Ruth and Malcolm 
made the decision that he would not 
work on the atom bomb, despite the 
advancement possibilities, prestige, and 
scientific challenge. They moved to 
Boulder in 1961, where Malcolm taught 
physics at the University of Colorado 
until his retirement. 
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Looking back on her life in 1983, 
Ruth said, “I believe in my family, my 
town, my country; education, good 
government, democracy; people, 
including myself; God. I believe in 
commitment and I am committed to 
loving and serving all of these.” And so 
she did. She and Malcolm raised three 
children and were pillars of the First 
Methodist Church in Boulder. Her 
three decades of volunteering 
represented a faithful expression of her 
ideals: peace in the world, the ambition 
to do something that would make a 
difference, and to put no emphasis on 
making money. Her inspired leadership 
guided many organizations as well as the 
city of Boulder. She became one of the 
founders of Attention Homes, was the 
president of the League of Women 
Voters, served on the American Friends 
Service Committee regional board, 
chaired the Human Relations 
Commission of the city of Boulder, and 
was a member of the Boulder Housing 


Authority, endeavoring to secure 
affordable housing in the city. In 1973 
she was elected to the Boulder City 
Council, and from 1978-86 she was the 
much-beloved mayor of Boulder. 

In the late 1980s, her spiritual 
quest and commitment to world peace 
and nuclear disarmament led Ruth to 
Friends. She attended regularly, 
served committees, and 
participated for over a decade in a 
Quaker study group. In 1995 she 
became a member of Boulder 
Meeting. The ministry of her presence 
nourished us all. 

Ruth is survived by her daughter, 
Elizabeth Gray, sons Tim and Mark, 
four grandchildren, and one great- 
grandson. 

A Methodist/Quaker memorial 
service to celebrate Ruth’s life was 
held on October 23", the day that 
would have been her 90" birthday. 
Her dedication and clear vision are a 
legacy we treasure. 0 


on 


Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTION OF THE AMERICAS 


Comité Mundial de Consulta 
de los Amigos 


SECCION DE LAS AMERICAS 


Working alongside Habitat for Humanity in Richmond, Indiana...was 

a very hot but enjoyable time, where we all learnt new skills such as 
building walls and roofing. ...lt was rewarding to see the progress that 
had been made in just three days. From the epistle of the 2006 pilgrimage 
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BONNIE J. BRUNE 


Bonnie J. Brune was born October 
26, 1943, and died of cancer November 
19, 2005. She is survived in her 
immediate family by her mother, 
Harriet East, her son, Michael Smith- 
Stoe and daughter-in-law Jeannie, and 
two grandchildren, Suzanne Jean and 
Zack James, Seattle, Washington. 

Bonnie had advanced degrees in 
library science from the University of 
Maryland and Indiana University, and 
before coming to Arizona taught as a 
school librarian and media specialist for 
many years in the District of Columbia 
Public Schools in Washington, D.C. 
and for the Klamath County Schools in 
Oregon. While in the D.C. school 
system, she received an “Outstanding 
Teacher” award for her work with 
elementary students, developing an 
innovative program integrating the 
media into a classroom learning unit 
which was replicated in the curriculum 


“| feel...in possession of a 
large measure of hope for 
the future of Quakerism” 


Christina Van Regenmorter, leader, 2006 
Quaker Youth Pilgrimage to the US Midwest 


www.fwccamericas.org 
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of many D.C. schools. In Oregon she 
continued her interest in expanding 
library computer systems as tools for 
learning, and made numerous 
presentations and published articles on 
that subject. 

Bonnie enjoyed traveling, camping 
and hiking with her young son Mike, 
including hiking into the Grand 
Canyon. In 1991, after her son was 
grown, she moved to Flagstaff to pursue 
studies at N.A.U. During a semester 
break she became the first volunteer in 
the new Volunteer Ranger Program at 
the Grand Canyon. For the next 
decade, she worked and lived there 
during vacations and other free times, 
conducting rim walks and supplying 
tourist information. Following her 
studies at N.A.U. she taught as a school 
librarian and media specialist in 
Sanders, Yuma, and finally at the San 
Carlos Indian Reservation, near Globe, 
Arizona, until she retired to Pinetop, 
Arizona. 

While volunteering at the Grand 
Canyon she became interested in the 
history of Emma Lee, a pioneer of the 
Canyon at Lee’s Ferry and in northern 
Arizona, and she developed a “living 
history” talk on the life of Emma Lee, 
which she gave during evening 
entertainments at the Canyon. In more 
recent years she presented the Emma 
Lee living history talk in other venues 
as well—at the Flagstaff Friends 
Meeting, the library at Holbrook, and 
finally at the Show Low Story Telling 
Festival, September 2005. In more 
recent years, Bonnie continued her 
Volunteer Ranger work at the Tonto 
National Monument until illness 
overtook her. 

She had many interests that she 
never finished exploring. In Oregon she 
raised champion basset hounds and 
transferred her attention in Pinetop to 
the successful breeding of fancy 
canaries. She loved to travel when 
opportunity presented, visiting Europe 
and most of the United States, 
including Alaska. She explored New 


Mexico, California and Hawaii with 


2 


friends, and attended family reunions 
back East. For a time in Arizona she 
took a camper on her travels and spent 
a winter in Apache Junction, studying 
the art of storytelling with a 
professional group. As an outgrowth 
of this experience, she explored the 
possibility of re-publishing valuable 
out-of-print books of historical merit. 
In 2004 and 2005, between 
chemotherapy treatments and surgery, 
she took courses in photography, 
writing, internet basics, crochet, and 
fitness swimming, and completed the 
last of many river trips on the Colorado. 
Her love of the outdoors prompted trips 
to Havasupai Canyon, hiking down the 
Paria River, and into the slot canyons 
near Lake Powell in addition to 
frequent hikes into the Grand Canyon. 
She was a fine photographer, and had 
some spectacular pictures in her 
collection. 

Bonnie had a longstanding 
interest in Quakerism, although she 
seldom lived close to a meeting. As 
she was able, she attended a Quaker 
meeting in southern Oregon during 
the time she lived in Klamath Falls, 
Oregon, a drive of a few hours. She 
began attending Flagstaff Friends 
Meeting when she moved to 
Flagstaff, but found it difficult to 
attend regularly when she moved to 
remote However, she 
continued her interest and Meeting 
contacts in Flagstaff and officially 
became a member of Flagstaff 
Meeting in August 2005. 

She could go to extraordinary 
lengths to be a good friend. She 
brought her camper to Flagstaff for six 
weeks in order to drive a friend to and 
from daily cancer treatments. In 
Pinetop she made daily visits to a 
mentally ill friend. She took great 
pleasure in her work as a Big Sister to a 
needful teenager. Throughout her life 
she found quiet but meaningful ways 
to reach out to people. Friends were 
struck by the remarkable courage she 
had in dealing with her illness, which 
mirrored her great zest for life. O 


areas. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Publications 


QUAKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIP- 
PING FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free 
sample available upon request. Join our family of 
Friends for one year (10 issues) at $24, For informa- 
tion contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 


PENDLE HILL PAMPH- 
LETS are timely essays on 
many facets of Quaker life, 
thought and spirituality, 
readable at one sitting. 
Subscribe to receive six 
pamphlets/year for $20 
(US). Also available: every pamphlet 
published previously by Pendle Hill, 
including recent pamphlets by Marge 
Abbott, Robert Griswold and Steve 
Smith. 800-742-3150 extqiggowes 
bookstore@pendlehill.org. 


FRIENDS JOURNAL is 
more than a magazine — it’s 
a ministry of the written 
word. Friends worldwide 
find community in each issue 
full of award-winning art- 
icles, opinions, poetry, news, and art. Call 
us toll-free at (800) 471-6863 and mention 
offer code FB2007 to receive 12 monthly 
issues for $35, saving 42% off the cover 
price! FRIENDS JOURNAL, 1216 Arch 
St., 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107. Visit us 


on the web at <www.friendsjournal.org>. 


CALENDAR ITEMS 


Oct 20-22: Ways To Love Your 
“ENEMIES.” Practical ways of seeing God 
in all and reaching out to your “enemies.” 
John Helding. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


Nov 3-5: A SoOuL’s TESTAMENT, WRITING 
A PERSONAL SPIRITUAL MEMOIR. Eve 
Forrest. Quaker Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 


Nov 17 - 19: Goopness. Exploring that 
sense of goodness at our core, learning 
energy work, and laughing. John Calvi. 
Quaker Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 
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VINTAGE Books, Quaker Books. Rare and 
out-of-print journals, history, religion. Contact 
us for specific wants. 181 Hayden Rowe St, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. Phone: 508-435-3499. 
E-mail: vintage@gis.net. 


Schools, Retreat Centers, Camps, 
and Retirement Homes 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal re- 
treats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, and our 
own schedule of Quaker Programs. Among the 
redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 831-336-8333. 
http://Awww.quakercenter.org. 


FRIENDS HOUSE IS A MULTI-LEVEL RETIRE- 
MENT COMMUNITY offering independent liv- 
ing apartments and houses, and an assisted care 
living facility. Located in Santa Rosa, Friends 
House is easily accessible to San Francisco, the 
Pacific Coast, redwood forests, and the vine- 
yards of Sonoma and Napa counties. Friends 
House is owned and operated by Friends Asso- 
ciation of Services for the Elderly (FASE), a 
California not-for-profit corporation. The fa- 
cility and Board of Directors are strongly influ- 
enced by Quaker traditions. The welfare and 
growth of persons within an environment which 
stresses independence is highly valued. Tour 
Friends House at our website at 
www.friendshouse.org. Friends House, 684 
Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 707- 
538-0152. 
Feo 

THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER offers Friends 
education to students in grades 11-13 focused 
on the Testimonies of peace, justice and 
stewardship. Students earn a full semester of 
high school credit and log 120 hours of 
community service. Through the challenge of a 


_ rigorous curriculum, simple living in communi 
| g ) 


and service work in Mexico, students gain an 
intrinsic direction for their futures. Academic 
skills, nonviolent activism and self-awareness are 


_ developed to guide them with integrity. 


_ Financial Aid and Quaker Scholarships support 
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all qualified teens. Visit www.woolman.org or 
contact 530-273-3183. 

WILLIAM PENN House & WASHINGTON 
QUAKER WorKCAMPS. Washington, DC. 
Quaker Center on Capitol Hill offering hospitality, 
meeting space and worship. Offering workcamp 
opportunities for youth, peace studies seminars for 
educators, and seminars for all ages. Leadership 
training for Quaker young adults through our 
internship program. All are welcome. 
www.WmPennHouse.org, 
info@WmPennHouse.org. 202-543-5560. 
515 East Capitol St SE, Washington, DC 
20003. 

PosiTIONs VACANT: WILLIAM PENN 


October 2006 FRIENDS BULLETIN 


House & WASHINGTON QUAKER WoRK- 
CAMPS Washington, DC. Hospitality intern, 
full time. Register and greet guests, work with 
workcamps, peace studies and international 
program seminars. Stipend, room and board 
and health insurance. 
WwWweeWmPenmn House. or gf, 
info@WmPennHouse.org. 202-543-5560. 
515 East Capitol St SE, Washington, DC 
20003. 


RAC 


ACCOMODATIONS: QUAKER HILL CONFER- 
ENCE CENTER, Richmond, IN, offers over- 
night accommodations for Friends traveling in 
this area. For info and reservations, contact 
QHCC at 765-962-5741, quakerhill@parallax.ws 
or visit our website at www.ghcc.org. 
WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: alternative, 
accredited high school grades 9-12, non- 
residential. “A climate of affirmation” rooted 
in the Quaker Spirit of community, 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every 
person. 3590 W. 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 
97402. For more information, visit 
www.wellspringsfriends.org, or call 541-686- 
12238 


Services 


JOIN THE FOLKS AT FRIENDLY Horse ACRES 
FOR A DAY AT A HORSE FARM. All ages wel- 
come. Camps are set up to encourage confi- 
dence in people who are fearful of horses, as 
well as more experienced horse lovers. Learn 
to see the world from the horse’s point of view. 
Visit www.friendlyhorseacres.com. Phone: 
360-825-3628. Email: friendlaverne 
@friendlyhorseacres.com 


Tours and Opportunities 


ConsmDER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. Visit 
the Quaker community of Monteverde. See the 
cloud forest and two oceans. Write Sarah 
Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Phone/FAX: 011-506-645-5436 or 
937-728-9887 or Email: crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
Website: www.crstudytours.com. 

WOLF CREEK COMMONS is a developing co- 
housing community in Grass Valley, California 
(Sierra Nevada foothills). Wolf Creek borders 
our forested site which is within easy walking 
distance of public transportation, markets and 
other stores. A vibrant intergenerational 
community, we welcome children. Expected 
move-in, fall 2008. 530-478 5778. 
www.wolfcreekcommons.org 

RAR 

CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS COMMU- 
NITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, 
HOME. 360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft 


elevation, often near-perfect weather, among 
good friends. Write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 
6567 N San Luis Obispo Drive, Douglas, AZ 
85607. Website: arizonafriends.com. 
QUAKER WRITERS, EDITORS, AND 
PUBLISHERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN QUIP 
(QuaAKERS UNITING IN PUBLISHING). An 
international “self help” organization of 
theologically diverse Friends concerned with the 
ministry of the written word. Contact Graham 
Garner at grahamG@fgcquaker.org. Website: 
www.quaker.org/quip. 

FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST AS- 
SISTANCE FROM DaviD BROWN, A QUAKER 
REALTOR. David will refer you to a real estate pro- 
fessional to assist you with buying and/or selling a 
house anywhere in the USA. Email: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com 

QUAKER COMMERCIAL REALTOR specializing 
in income property sales and 1031 replacements 
nationally. Call Allen Stockbridge, JD, CCIM 
at 877 658 3666. 


Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, diversity, gender 
equity, and the health of the planet. 
Nationwide/ Canada. 
All ages. Since 1984. 
FREE SAMPLE: BOX 444-FB, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 


413-243-4350 or www.concernedsingles.com 


JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN THE 
ARTS ($25/year), and share your work with 
Friends in our exciting quarterly, Types & 
Shadows. Seeking short fiction & non-fiction, 
poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chapter in Quaker 
History! More info: FQA, 1515 Cherry St, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email submissions OK. 
<fqa@quaker.org> <www.quaker.org/fqa 


AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN YM 
Joint SeERvICcE PROJECT: 
QUAKER WORK CAMPS FOR TEENS 
AND ADULTS. Spring and fall in Mexico, 


summer with Oglala Lakota. Contact 
Mike Gray. Email: MGray@afsc.org or 
520-907-6321. Website: afsc.org. 


2006 ADVERTISING RATES: $.47per word for 
CLASSIFED ADS. Minimum charge, $9. Box ads: 
10% extra. Ads should be prepaid, if possible. 
DEADLINE: six weeks prior to publication. DISPLAY 
ADS: $16 per column inch. % page ad (4 x 4%): 
$97—1 column ad (2% x 10): $139—2 column 
ad (5x 10): $239—% page ad (74s x 4%): $169— 
Full page (7% x 10): $299. DIscouNTs: 10% for 3 
consecutive appearances, 25% for 10 consecutive ap- 
pearances of ad. 


Bs 


Pre Bulletin? 


New Beara 
members, 

new magazine 
format, 

new book, | 3 
and a proposed The board of Friends Bulletin (left to right): Tom Vaughan (I 


Jean Triol (NPYM, recording clerk), Polly Kmetz (IMYM, trea 
Stephen Matchett (PYM,), Rob Roy Woodman (PYM), d 


new name.. oe Anthony Manousos (PYM, editor), Norm Pasche ( PY) 


uring its annual fall meeting, the board of Friends Bulletin decided to 
changes in the magazine. We plan to trya less expensive printing me 
offers us more color capability. You'll be seeing the first sample in Dec 
enjoy this new, more colorful format. : : 
Our ele book, titled Hee n Ar 


December issue. 


* Rob Roy Woodman, returning to the board of FB after nine years’ absence, served ; 
ar the 1990s and a the ges become a ‘nonprofit corporation. 


